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Mobile Art Project

Announces
Aqua Alta

August 14th – August 18th, 2009

Hera Gallery in collaboration with Independent Curator, Viera Levitt, is pleased to announce the launch of the Mobile Art Project. This project presents contemporary artwork within the space of a 16-foot box truck. The first installation will be a sound installation by internationally exhibited artist, China Blue, entitled Aqua Alta.

Duration of the presentation of Aqua Alta show will be from August 14th through August 18th, 2009. For specific dates and locations during this time, please visit http://vieralevitt.org/mobileartproject.htm
Aqua Alta will be presented in a 16-foot box truck, which will travel to various locations in South County. Visitors will be able to stand or sit on comfortable benches inside of the truck.
China Blue’s recordings are made with specialized audio equipment including hydrophone arrays and seismic microphones. The work captures the unique sounds of the water and the creatures of Providence's canals and Narragansett Bay. Sounds are sampled from the water’s edge, and around and under the gondolas in the lagoons. This work was inspired by the effects of global warming on the environment, both under and above the surface of the water. 
According to the artist, her installation Aqua Alta, “echoes the ebb and flow of water on our planet. The same water that washes the canals of Venice, breaks at the feet of the Statue of Liberty and runs through the canals of Providence. It rises up and rains down. It is as ordinary as it is threatening.”


Additionally, the Mobile Art Project is collaborating with Save the Bay, which will provide a representative to discuss the ecological aspects of the project. This project should be of particular interest to Rhode Island residents of the “Ocean State,” given how much recreational summer time is spent enjoying rivers, lakes, and oceans. 


The Mobile Art Project:
The intention of the Mobile Art Project is to bring contemporary art to communities in Southern Rhode Island where few or no formal art institutions currently exist. The Mobile Art Project also works to make contemporary art not only physically accessible to diverse populations but psychologically accessible as well. Providing art that ‘travels’ to homes and places of recreation for a diverse demographic, is a way to ‘bring art to the people’ rather than getting people to ‘come to’ the art. The Mobile Art Project will visit different neighborhoods in Rhode Island and will be parked outside locations such as community centers, libraries and other non-profits as well as block parties, ice cream stores, beaches, and farmer’s markets.

The show will include a leaflet and website with photographs from the exhibition, curatorial texts and comments from the public including excerpts from a questionnaire. At each stop on the tour, Mobile Art Project staff will be available to speak with visitors. 
Additionally, we invite the public to propose future sites where they feel that Mobile Art Project’s presence would be valuable.



Independent curator Viera Levitt (www.vieralevitt.org) often takes art out from the ‘artificial bubble’ of traditional exhibition spaces and into a wide array of public spaces including moving trains, train stations and urban environments where the public and the work can interact. From 1996 to the present, she has curated or co-curated more than forty exhibitions in Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Germany, Austria, Luxembourg, and the USA. She has given lectures about contemporary art in Bratislava, Berlin, Rotterdam, Hiroshima, New Delhi, Caracas, and Rhode Island. 
 
China Blue (http://chinablueart.com) is an internationally exhibiting artist who pursues the intersection of sound, art and architecture. Her work has been shown in museums, galleries and non-profit spaces around the world. She is represented by Galerie Barnoud, Dijon, France and Art Currents, New York. 

Hera Gallery (www.heragallery.org), founded in 1974 as a site for woman’s art, understands the need to provide art that engages the unengaged and that makes art physically and aesthetically accessible. The Hera Educational Foundation promotes an artistic presence that enhances the community through education, collaboration and involvement and encourages artists and their audience to explore contemporary cultural, social and aesthetic issues. 



This program is presented with partial support from The Rhode Island State Council on the Arts, The Puffin Foundation, Hera Educational Foundation, and The Friends of Hera. 
Hera Gallery is free and open to the public and is accessible to persons with disabilities.
Partner of the project: Save the Bay
Media partner: South County Independent
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